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Guiding where to look, not what to see,
We celebrate teachers, who help us be.

Happy Teacher's Day to one and all,
And to the teacher within us all!

World Teacher’s Day - Oct 5, 2024

Teachers !



Class management is a pillar of quality
learning environments and an essential skill
for great teachers. Productive classrooms are
made up of many things, such as a
comfortable environment and a good rapport
between teachers and students. However,
one of the most important aspects of a first-
rate learning space is class management.
Managing a class means establishing rules
and routines, maintaining students’ focus,
and ensuring a great learning experience.
Effective class management comprises three
key components: authority, consistency, and
engagement — each vital for creating a
thriving classroom atmosphere.

Lead with Authority,
Teach with Engagement
Lead with Authority,
Teach with Engagement

The Secret of Class Management:The Secret of Class Management:
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Establishing authority is the first step in class management.
Teachers must command respect and show that they are in
charge. Without authority, students may become disruptive,
leading to a poor-quality learning environment. Being
authoritative in class does not always come naturally to
some teachers, especially those new to the profession.
However, with the right practice, educators can gain
confidence and cultivate a commanding presence.

AuthorityAuthority
COMMANDING RESPECT WITHOUT RAISING YOUR VOICE

When establishing authority, it is important to remember
that it starts with the teacher. Educators should look
professional, stand up straight, and make eye contact with
their students to show they are self-assured and in control.
Teachers should also speak in a strong, confident tone. They
should not shout or raise their voice, as this will foster pupil
resentment. However, teachers must be able to
communicate clearly and effectively. 

Along with setting rules and expectations, another crucial aspect of authority is disciplinary measures for
disobeying those rules. It is not pleasant to punish students, but they need to know that bad behavior has
consequences. When students misbehave, the teacher should remind them of the rules and give fair
warnings. However, if the bad behavior continues, the teacher must be able to take action. One of the tips
that many teachers find effective is punishing the entire class. For example, if one student misbehaves,
everybody has to stand, or the class stays for a few minutes at break time. This method works well, as
students will want to avoid peer resentment.

Ongoing misbehavior will need harsher methods,
such as break time and after-school detentions.
Though punishing the whole class is usually
effective, with persistent troublesome behavior,
teachers should take firmer measures against the
main culprits. Individual troublemakers may need
to be singled out and dealt with separately. In this
case, the teacher should raise the issue with the
principal. Then if there is still no improvement, the
school must address the parents.  

Rules must be clear, and action against breaking
them must be firm. However, as well as disciplining
undesirable behavior, it is equally important to
provide positive reinforcement for good behavior.
For younger students, teachers could reward
better-behaved students with stickers, theme
days, and five minutes at the end to draw on the
board. For older students, verbal praise, positive
letters home, and early breaks would be far more
effective. Recognition for their efforts is essential as
it keeps students motivated.  

One of the most important aspects of authority is
setting rules and expectations for the class. Rules 
guide students' behavior and help ensure a safe and productive class. A few good examples of classroom
rules are Listen well, Raise your hand, Sit still, and Show respect. It’s good to have these rules written on the
board and drill them with students at the start of each class. It can also be helpful to ask concept
questions on the rules. For instance, the teacher could ask a student ‘what happens if we don’t listen?’ The
teacher could also ask students to provide examples of respect in class.

Along with setting rules and expectations, another crucial aspect
of authority is disciplinary measures for disobeying those rules.
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While upholding the rules and discipline methods, positive reinforcement must remain consistent.
Ongoing recognition will ensure students continue to work hard and behave well in class. However, it can
be better to offer different rewards sometimes. For instance, if a teacher only offers verbal praise or
stickers for good behavior, students may lose motivation. So teachers should switch things up with
something new, such as class prizes for a change. When students or classes have performed
exceptionally well, teachers could provide something extra special, such as class trips.

ConsistencyConsistency
THE SECRET TO KEEPING STUDENTS ON TRACK

The next step in cultivating class management is
consistency. Once routines have been established,
teachers must stick to them throughout the school
year. Inconsistency can weaken an educator's
authority, leading to class management issues. It is
important to ensure students know what is
expected of them and what they can expect from
their teacher. 

As with authority, consistency starts with the teacher. Educators must continue to look professional, follow
through on what they say, and maintain a commanding presence. Another key aspect is to remain fair. As
the school year goes on, teachers may find they have a better rapport with some students than others.
However, teachers should ensure all students are treated the same without favoritism. Fairness helps
them feel respected and equal to their peers, which is essential for maintaining a well-behaved class.

As with other routines, the teacher must uphold the
same rules and expectations. Along with concept check
methods to ensure students understand class rules,
disciplinary measures must continue to be enforced.
Techniques should only change if they have proved
inadequate or begin to lose their effect over time. 

Regardless of approach, consistent rules, expectations, and positive reinforcement remain important in
class management. These give students an understanding of how to behave where the boundaries are.
Consistency fosters a positive learning environment, prevents conflict, and promotes better unity in class.

EngagementEngagement
THE KEY TO CAPTIVATING AND INSPIRING STUDENTS
The final touch to class management is engagement. While teachers must remain authoritative and
consistent, they must also be charismatic figures who can deliver captivating lessons. An engaging
classroom experience keeps students focused, stimulated, and better able to grasp lesson content. It also
minimizes distractions, prevents disruption, and helps them get the most out of their lessons. 

One aspect of engaging lessons is public speaking. Being a teacher is similar to being an actor. The
classroom is the stage, and the students are the audience. Much like an actor keeps their audience
entertained, teachers must use good voice projection, and remain articulate and enthusiastic.

Rules

An engaging classroom experience keeps students focused,
stimulated, and better able to grasp lesson content
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Activities such as games and challenges are another way to enhance students’ learning experience. They
make lesson more interesting and foster teamwork, critical thinking, and healthy competition. One fine
example is a game called Hot potato where they pass a ball around. Then when the teacher says stop,
the student holding the ball has to answer a question. Another example is to have the class in teams with
one member from each standing at the front. The teacher then writes a word on the board (which could
relate to the lesson topic) then students have to help their team members guess it. The first student to
guess right will get a point.

ADAPTING MANAGEMENT TO ANY CLASS
While applying class management techniques, it is important to remember that no two classes are the
same. Every class has its own dynamic, composed of different personalities, so teachers may need to
adjust their approach accordingly. For example, teachers will need to remain strict in difficult classes, but
for better-behaved ones, they can take a more relaxed approach. Students in higher-ability classes can
have more challenges, and for those of lower ability, teachers must be patient and keep things simple. 

After establishing rapport with their students, some teachers may ease down on some class
management measures. They may soften their tone, use less voice projection, and ask fewer concept
questions when drilling the rules. However, they must remain an authority figure. While students must
have a good relationship with their teacher, they must remember that the teacher is in charge. 

Along with public speaking, another element is
effective lesson planning with plenty of
materials. Teachers can prepare flashcards,
slides, and other visual aids to enhance
students learning. Visuals can help with
comprehension and provide a better
understanding of different concepts. Teachers
can apply other techniques, such as using real-
life examples and including students' interests in
the lesson. Students will find schoolwork far
more engaging and easier to understand if it is
more relatable to them. 

Teachers must be effective communicators but they should not be the only ones talking.
Students are more likely to engage with the lesson if they feel they can contribute and be
involved. While teachers may lead the class, they can elicit student input by asking them
questions and prompting discussions. Group work is one of the most effective ways to
promote student dialogue. Students could work on assignments in pairs or teams where
they will have to review topics, compare ideas, and produce a final piece. Students could
then present their work to the class and answer questions from their peers. 

Class management can take time to master, but
understanding these components will ensure a
quality learning environment. Though there
may be setbacks and challenges, teachers must
remain patient, persistent, and unwavering.
With the right attitude and following the correct
steps, teachers can take charge in any
classroom. Effective class management will
stand educators in good stead throughout the
school year and their careers.

Tom Simms is an experienced educator and freelance
writer based in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Since relocating
there in 2017, Tom has taught English in schools, language
centers, and online, gaining valuable insights into diverse
learning environments. With a passion for writing, he has
recently expanded into freelance work, penning articles on
travel, history, and education. 

AND DELIVER A GREAT LESSON.
STEP INTO CLASS, TAKE THE LEAD,
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Retrieval practice is an incredibly powerful way to learn anything but it's easy to get
wrong. I'm seeing a lot of schools mandating retrieval practice in every lesson but often
it is not having an impact. When done correctly, retrieval practice can enhance long-
term learning and retention, but getting it wrong can lead to shallow learning, frustration,
and diminished outcomes. To ensure this valuable technique truly makes a difference,
here are 10 key points to help you avoid common pitfalls and maximize its impact. 
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Not providing enough challenge,
especially initially 

Giving quizzes, where the first retrieval is very soon after learning, can create the "illusion of competence"
where students recall easily on that first attempt, but later performance suffers. The initial retrieval needs
to be sufficiently challenging to be effective. Easy retrieval often involves retrieving information based on
superficial cues or associations, rather than engaging in deeper, more elaborative processing. This type
of shallow processing can lead to memories that are fragile and easily forgotten. When retrieval is
effortless, the brain doesn't need to work as hard to retrieve the information. Evidence suggests that this
lack of effortful retrieval can result in weaker encoding of the memory trace, making it less durable over
time. 

Similarly, retrieval practice can lead to fluency, but fluency doesn't always equate to understanding.
Teachers should be wary of the "fluency illusion" and use retrieval practice in conjunction with other
methods to assess genuine comprehension. This is similar to how we might recognise a song we've heard
many times without necessarily understanding the lyrics or the musical structure. Recognising that a
problem is a quadratic equation is not the same as being able to solve it. 

While retrieval practice can provide valuable information about student learning, its primary purpose
should be to enhance learning, not just to measure it. When retrieval practice is used solely for
assessment purposes, it can create anxiety and pressure, which can be detrimental to learning,
especially if it's high-stakes. Retrieving information from memory actually strengthens it, making it more
likely to be recalled in the future. This highlights the active nature of retrieval practice and its potential to
solidify learning.

Familiarity is not the same as
understanding

Two key things to bear in mind: 

Shallow Processing: Fluency can be achieved through rote memorization or shallow processing,
where students focus on remembering isolated facts or procedures without connecting them to
underlying principles or applying them in new contexts. 

Context-Dependent Memory: Our ability to retrieve information is often influenced by the context
in which we learned it. If retrieval practice always occurs in the same context (e.g., using the
same type of questions, in the same classroom setting), students may develop a false sense of
mastery because the retrieval cues are always present. However, when they encounter the
material in a different context (e.g., on an exam, in a real-world application), they may struggle to
recall or apply the information.

Using retrieval practice primarily
as an assessment tool 

Source: Internet
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In other words, in order to remember stuff long-term,
we need to forget it in the short-term.

Retrieval practice should be meaningfully integrated into the curriculum and aligned with learning
objectives. Randomly asking students to recall facts without any context or purpose is unlikely to be
effective. (Stop getting random kahoots off the internet). 

Not connecting retrieval practice
to curriculum

Like initial learning, retrieval practice is most effective when it's spaced out over time. Frequent,
short quizzes or retrieval activities over time are more beneficial than a single, lengthy review
session right before an exam. 

Bjork & Bjork (1992) distinguish between two types of memory strength: retrieval strength (how easily
information can be accessed at a given moment) and storage strength (how well information is
consolidated into long-term memory). Spaced retrieval practice strengthens both types of strength.
When we retrieve information after a period of forgetting, it's more effortful, and this effortful retrieval
leads to greater storage strength, making the memory more durable. In other words, in order to
remember stuff long-term, we need to forget it in the short-term.

Not spacing retrieval
practice

Errors are valuable learning opportunities, and retrieval practice can help
uncover them. Rather than simply marking answers as right or wrong, teachers
should encourage students to analyze their mistakes and understand why they
made them. The point of retrieval practice is not so much to find out what
students have learned but to actually be a process of learning in and of itself.

Not using errors as
a learning event

Two main reasons why this is a problem: 

Ineffective encoding and retrieval cues: Our memories are not like video recorders; we don't
store information in isolation. Instead, we encode information in relation to its context and
meaning. When retrieval practice activities lack context or purpose, the retrieval cues are weak,
making it more difficult for students to access and make sense of the information. The key point
here is that learning is about making multiple connections between items of knowledge not
disconnected recall of isolated information.

Lack of relevance and meaning: When retrieval practice activities are not clearly linked to the
curriculum or learning goals, students may perceive them as irrelevant or busy work. This lack of
perceived relevance can decrease motivation and engagement, making it less likely that
students will invest effort in the retrieval process, which is essential for its effectiveness.
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While recognition tasks (like multiple-choice questions) can be helpful, relying solely on them can limit
the effectiveness of retrieval practice. Free recall (asking students to retrieve information without any
cues) and short-answer questions generally require more cognitive effort, leading to greater learning.
There is a continuum of difficulty between recognition and recall: Accessibility of information exists on a
spectrum and some information is highly accessible and readily comes to mind (like the capital of one's
home state), while other information, though known, requires more effort to retrieve. Recognition tasks, by
providing cues, make the retrieval process easier. While this can be helpful for reinforcing learning or
assessing recognition of specific facts, it doesn't require the same depth of processing as recall.

Using only recognition-based
retrieval

Teachers may assume students inherently know how to effectively use retrieval practice. However,
retrieval is a skill that can be improved with instruction and practice. Teachers should explicitly teach
students different retrieval strategies. Retrieval practice isn't limited to simple quizzes or flashcards. It
encompasses a variety of strategies that require different levels of cognitive processing and can be
adapted to different learning goals. Teachers should explicitly introduce students to these various
strategies, including: 

Elaboration: Elaboration goes beyond simple
recall and encourages students to explain
concepts in their own words, provide examples,
make connections to prior knowledge, and
explore relationships between ideas. 

Creating concept maps: Concept maps are
visual representations of how different
concepts are related to one another. Creating
concept maps requires students to actively
organize and connect information, leading to a
deeper understanding.

Failing to explicitly teach
retrieval strategies

While there is some evidence that pre-testing
students on content they have not yet encountered

can be beneficial, it's easy to get wrong. 

While there is some evidence that pre-testing students on content they
have not yet encountered can be beneficial, it's easy to get wrong. If
students are randomly guessing to 'get the right answer' then this is
unlikely to lead to long-term learning. Also retrieval practice can
strengthen existing knowledge, even if inaccurate: When students
retrieve information, it strengthens that information's representation in
memory. This applies to both accurate and inaccurate knowledge. If
students retrieve a misconception during practice, it can solidify that
misconception, making it more resistant to change.

If you haven't taught it,
what are they retrieving? I guess...

proed.com.vn 11Eduverse 16



Prof. Dr. Carl Hendrick is a professor of evidence-
informed learning and teaching at Academica,
focused on connecting research with classroom
practice. With 18 years of experience as a secondary
English teacher, he holds a PhD in education from
King’s College London and co-authored two
acclaimed books: How Learning Happens (with Paul
Kirschner) and How Teaching Happens (with Paul
Kirschner and Jim Heal).

Creating high-pressure
retrieval situations

Retrieval practice is most effective when it's low-stakes and stress-free. High-stakes tests, while
sometimes necessary, can trigger anxiety that interferes with retrieval and reduces the learning benefits.
When students consistently associate retrieval practice with high-stakes assessments and the fear of
failure, it can create a negative feedback loop. Students may start to avoid challenging tasks or learning
opportunities that could lead to errors, hindering their overall academic growth. Frequent, low-stakes
retrieval practice is key. Make retrieval practice a regular and integrated part of instruction, but with low
or no stakes attached. By frequently engaging in retrieval practice, students become more comfortable
with the process of retrieving information, and it becomes less daunting.

To truly harness the benefits of retrieval practice, educators must approach it with
intention and care. Recognizing and addressing the common pitfalls ensures that
this technique goes beyond surface-level recall, fostering deeper understanding

and stronger memory retention. When retrieval practice is thoughtfully integrated
into lessons, challenges students appropriately, and maintains a low-pressure
environment, it becomes a powerful method for promoting long-term learning.

Avoiding these missteps will help elevate retrieval practice from a routine
classroom activity into a cornerstone of impactful, lasting education.

Reference

Bjork, R. A., & Bjork, E. L. (1992). A new theory of disuse and an
old theory of stimulus fluctuation. In A. Healy, S. Kosslyn, & R.
Shiffrin (Eds.), From Learning Processes to Cognitive
Processes: Essays in Honor of William K. Estes (Vol. 2, pp. 35–
67). Erlbaum.

Based on the 2 award-winning books ‘How
Learning Happens’ and ‘How Teaching Happens,

Prof. Dr. Carl Hendrick and Prof. Dr. Jim Heal
designed the online training course How Teaching

& Learning Happens. This online training course
directly addresses this challenge by equipping
educators with evidence-based practices and

insights from the science of learning.
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TEENS

THE EXPERTS
Welcome to Ask the Experts, the ultimate column dedicated to
professional development in the field of education. In this dynamic
and ever-evolving field, continuous growth and learning are
paramount. In each issue, we explore the most commonly asked
topic by interviewing invited experts for their insights, experiences,
and strategies.

with TERESA BESTWICK and FIONA MAUCHLINE

UNLOCKING POTENTIAL AS

EXCLUSIVE
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I love how you describe teens as having the dreams of
children, without the limiting mindsets that adults
often have. It really makes them stand out. What
about you, Teresa?

Can you share your personal journey and experiences
in education, particularly your work with teenagers?
What drew you to this age group, and how has your
perspective on teaching them evolved over time?

stuck with English; I stuck with teens and ELTs. The late
80s-90s were boom years for teens in language
academies, so a lot of my teen-teaching was inevitable.
I guess my passion for the age-group is less frequent,
perhaps because ELT people seem to prefer adults or
primary, which in terms of where research is focused, are
generally afforded more prestige. 

While I also have other areas of interest such as
vocabulary, materials writing, emergent language, and
the learner-centred classroom, one eye remains on
secondary (including CLIL). Teens are such amazing
people. They have the dreams and hopes of children
without the restricting mindsets of most adults. Some
teens have been damaged by experiences, but they can
be repaired and given wings. They’re willing to believe in
you, but also in themselves if you show them how. 

I started teaching French in the late 1980s, but
moved into EFL early on, when asked to take
on a Polish teen ‘nobody could teach’. We got
on like a house on fire after two classes. She

After some years specialising in teen-teaching, I moved
into writing coursebooks for secondary (though also for
adults), and resource books. From there into teacher
training and lecturing, initially on MAs in TESOL. I liked the
intellectual stimulation of the MA classes, but I missed
the ‘normal’ classroom. I was lucky enough to be invited
to change university, so now I’m back lecturing and
teaching 18-23 year-olds. 

As with most people working in an after-
school language centre in Spain, when I
came here twenty years ago, I was given a 
whole range of levels and ages and I feel it took me a
long time to identify who I particularly enjoyed working
with. As a new teacher, I enjoyed working with different
age groups (that’s not to say I always enjoyed particular
classes!) but it wasn’t until I’d been teaching for about
five years that I really ‘got into’ working teens. It was
around that time that I started doing conference
presentations and veered more towards ideas for that
age group rather than younger learners or adults. To be
honest, I really wish I knew then what I know now about
how to support teens better within the classroom - I think
I would talk to them more on an individual, personal level
to find out about how best to help them.
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It’s great to hear how you’ve grown into
teaching teens, Teresa! So, what are some
of the most memorable or impactful
moments you’ve had while teaching
teenagers? How have these experiences
shaped your approach to teaching?

And trust them, right? Fiona, your journey from a
demotivated student to a passionate teacher is
quite inspiring. Can you tell us more about how
your past experiences shaped your approach to
teaching teenagers?

Grease is a musical film released in 1978, set in the 1950s. It follows
the summer romance between two high school students, Danny
Zuko (played by John Travolta) and Sandy Olsson (played by
Olivia Newton-John). After a brief summer fling, they unexpectedly
find themselves at the same high school. The film explores their
struggles to navigate their relationship amid peer pressure, social
expectations, and teenage life. It features memorable songs,
energetic dance numbers, and themes of love, friendship, and the
challenges of adolescence. The movie has become a classic and
is often associated with the music and culture of the 1950s.
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Wow, it's amazing how deeply you care about understanding and supporting these teenage
students. Speaking of challenges, I’m curious - can you share a specific situation where you
faced difficulties with a group of teenagers? How did you handle it, and what did you learn from
the experience?

NEVER TELL
TEACHERS THEY’VE
GOT A ‘DIFFICULT
GROUP’ AT THE

START OF A SCHOOL
YEAR - IT COLOURS

THE WAY THEY
TEACH.

What’s your thought, Teresa?

Absolutely! It’s so important to ask for help. In your experience working with teenagers, how do
today’s teens compare to those from previous generations? What are some of the key
differences or similarities in their behavior, challenges, and learning needs?
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FLASHING BACK

What about technology? How do you think technological
advancements are shaping the way teenagers learn and engage in
the classroom? What role should technology play in the modern
classroom?

Speaking of platforms like YouTube, social media has made
today’s teenagers grow up in an incredibly connected world. How
can educators effectively integrate social media and digital tools
into their teaching to enhance learning?

Read more about
Neurodiversity in

EduVerse Newsletter 1,
published in July, 2023.

Click or scan

In what ways can educators address the diverse learning
needs and preferences of today’s teenagers, especially
considering different backgrounds and experiences?

proed.com.vn 17Eduverse 16

https://www.proed.com.vn/eduverse-newsletter
https://www.proed.com.vn/eduverse-newsletter
https://www.proed.com.vn/eduverse-newsletter
https://www.proed.com.vn/eduverse-newsletter
https://www.proed.com.vn/eduverse-newsletter
https://www.proed.com.vn/eduverse-newsletter


So listening and observing are key, right, to understand each student’s background and experience?
This brings us to the next question: How can educators create an inclusive classroom environment that
respects and values the diverse identities and experiences of all teenagers?

In what ways can educators prepare teenagers to be responsible and skillful citizens for the
ever-changing future?

Fantastic points! Giving responsibility and fostering their soft skills. Moving on, what are some
emerging trends or approaches in education that you believe will have a significant impact on
teaching teenagers in the near future?
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It sounds like AI presents both opportunities and challenges for teenagers today. Now, you both
co-authored the book “Teaching Teenagers: Unlocking Potential in the Young Adult Classroom”.
Could you explain what inspired you to write it and what is in the book?

Oh right! I notice that Part B of the book is packed with practical
activities for teaching teens, which will be very beneficial to
teachers. Could you highlight one activity that is particularly
effective in addressing the needs of modern learners?Order the book here:

Click or scan
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If there is one key takeaway that you hope teachers will walk away
with after reading 'Teaching Teenagers,' what would that be?

What is your vision for the future of teaching
teenagers? How do you hope education will
evolve to better support and prepare them for
their future?

What final piece of advice would you give to
educators who are passionate about working
with teenagers and want to make a positive
impact on their learning experiences?

FINAL THOUGHTSFINAL THOUGHTS
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Welcome to In the Verse, your go-to column for curated education
articles and news from across the internet. We'll sift through the digital
realm to bring you concise summaries, keeping you informed and
inspired. Join us as we navigate the vast sea of online resources and
uncover the latest in educational innovation.

THE VERSE
* Scan the QR codes or click on the titles to read more.

Education innovation isn’t just happening in one place or
one format—it’s global, and it’s coming at us from all angles.
Let’s dive into some of the big trends making waves across
the world and what this could mean for the future of work.

What’s trending in education innovation and
why it matters for the future of work

This article explores some of the proven strategies for
motivating children and encouraging them to learn.
Implementing them will help your child or student discover
the joy of learning.

12 strategies to motivate your child to learn

Neuroscience can help teachers make better decisions in
the classroom by understanding how the brain learns and
responds to emotions. This article provides practical tips
and reflection questions for teachers to implement these
principles.

How adaptive teaching enhances expertise

The article highlights the importance of personalized
learning and holistic support for achieving equity in
education. Schools should focus on meeting the individual
needs of all students to ensure their success.

A new definition for equity in education

How much do students really read?
Students are turning to YouTube, podcasts and ChatGPT-
crafted summaries rather than actually reading. Professors
are unsure how to adapt. The article explores reasons for
this shift, including shorter attention spans, ineffective
reading instruction, and the pandemic's impact.
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New Zealand's school cell phone ban is sparking debate.
While some students find it beneficial, others say it's
restrictive and hard to enforce. The ban aims to improve
focus and academic performance, but its effectiveness
remains a topic of discussion.

Five months into the school phone ban:
Here’s how students are finding it

Explore how school libraries can support students' mental
health by offering a safe space, emotional support, and
activities that promote well-being, making them vital
resources for schools.

Libraries for schools:
How your library can boost wellbeing

For instructional designers, eLearning professionals, and
anyone involved in creating educational content, this
reading provides valuable insights into current trends and
technologies that can enhance learner engagement and
effectiveness in training environments.

10 key trends in instructional design

Looking to foster critical thinking and collaboration in their
classrooms? Explore practical strategies and tools for
implementing student discourse to deepen student
engagement and promote academic conversations in this
manual.

Putting student discourse to work in the classroom

Even though it’s already October, this article provides
timely tips for teachers to stay motivated and energized
throughout the academic year. It offers practical advice on
organization, student engagement, and fostering a positive
classroom atmosphere.

10 tips for teachers to tackle september 
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Linda Egnatz and Wioleta Antecka

THE 2024 GLOBAL CLASSROOM PAIR-SHARE PROJECT

Global Classroom Pair Share is a three-month project enabling classrooms from
all over the world to collaborate around monthly themes, completing activities
and sharing their work with one another. This innovative initiative connects
classrooms around the globe with a shared focus on learning languages and
improving students’ proficiency, exploring new cultures, and discovering new
places. 

A global learning innovation

24 Eduverse 16



The 2024 3rd Cohort of the Global Classroom Pair-Share has once again
redefined the boundaries of global education. This edition brought together 63
classrooms and over 700 students across 15 time zones to use their second
language skills to interact. Additionally, for the first time, the 2024 Cohort
introduced free professional development for teachers, setting it apart from
previous cohorts.

What’s new in the 2024 cohort?

The focus of the 2024 Cohort was ‘Be a 21st Century Multilingual’ and it
incorporated the Framework for 21st Century Learning, the World Readiness
Standards for Learning Languages, and the Understanding by Design Framework.
The free resources, coupled with high quality training provided a completely free
way to connect classrooms around the world and enabled students to share their
thoughts, ideas and perspectives on a given topic or learning activity.

Click or scan the QRs for more info
about the 3 frameworks.

As with the first two editions of the project,
teachers were paired for three months with a
classroom from another country to complete
tasks on their students’ level of language
proficiency. The program facilitated both real-
time and asynchronous student interactions,
allowing for flexible and diverse methods of
engagement. This collaborative approach made
learning more engaging and relevant, motivating
students to become more aware of their
responsibility for language learning and
improving their proficiency level.

Activities for the cohort were created using multiple filters, each designed to grow
student language skills and cultural knowledge. Teacher pairs could select an
activity that matched their students’ language proficiency level and interests. To
qualify for inclusion, each activity had to meet multiple criteria. First, each project
had to prompt learners to meet the performance descriptors for a specific
Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) language level. Next, it had to
include the three Communication Goals (Interpretive, Presentational,
Interpersonal) from the World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages, as
well as one or more of its five focus areas: Communication, Cultures, Connections,
Comparisons, and Communities. The “Backward Design” model was used for
lesson planning, and both creation of each project as well as how it was shared
included a variety of ICT tools expanding both students’ language and technology
skills.    

The project made available a specially curated collection of resources and tools
for participating teachers. This selection included materials aimed at enhancing
student language proficiency through project-based learning and supported the
professional development of language teachers worldwide. Participants in the
2024 Global Classroom Pair-Share were offered free professional development
opportunities. These sessions focused on helpming them effectively utilize the
provided resources to improve their curriculum design and better assist language
learners.

CEFR rubrics were provided to empower students to evaluate their own progress
and set proficiency goals. Coaching and training was also available to teachers
to develop their knowledge and understanding of how language skills are
measured. All the materials are available on the project’s website and free to use
for the general audience. 

Activities to boost language and cultural skills
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In May, the Global Seal of Biliteracy organization recognized 44 teachers from 20
different countries who successfully completed all three months of the Global
Classroom Pair-Share program. This initiative engaged a diverse group of teachers
working in primary and secondary schools as well as university educators, along with
their students. Activities were carefully planned to suit different proficiency levels, from
A1 to C1. Participants were required to use the language they were learning to complete
the tasks, which for most was English. However, participants from English-speaking
countries also used Spanish, Chinese, German, and French. This multilingual approach
highlights the inclusive nature of the program and its commitment to linguistic diversity.

Global recognition for teachers and students

The Global Seal of Biliteracy certificate, earned only
through qualifying scores on an approved test, has been
issued in 57 countries. A Global Seal of Biliteracy is
immediately verifiable. With three proficiency tiers, it is
stackable, so participants can continue to level-up to a
higher level certificate. It is portable and digitally
shareable so recipients can easily add their certificate to
a C.V. or LinkedIn profile, share it on social media, or send
it to an employer or university. The certificate celebrates
their accomplishment, but also provides them with a
variety of ways to leverage their documented skills. 

Every teacher who completed the 3 month program was eligible to receive 3 free STAMP
for CEFR tests (or any other STAMP test) donated by Avant Assessment, Oregon, USA, an
international company delivering sophisticated online computer-adaptive language
proficiency assessments in more than 45 languages. The STAMP for CEFR test measures
A1 to C1 general proficiency in all four language skills for English language learners. The
test changes in real time to adapt to the language ability of the user in each skill –
listening, reading, speaking, and writing – and provided teachers with comprehensive
score reports that included leveling-up strategies for each test taker.    

In addition to students, teachers were also provided an opportunity to test and measure
their own proficiency across the four skill areas. Each teacher and student who tested
had the opportunity to qualify for the international Global Seal of Biliteracy certificate.
Those at the B1 level or higher in each skill earned a Functional Fluency level certificate,
those who tested at the B2 level or higher in each skill earned a Working Fluency level
certificate, and anyone who scored at the C1 level or higher in all four skill areas earned
the Professional Fluency Global Seal of Biliteracy certificate. The impact of the program’s
focus on leveling-up language skills was clear. Certificates at one of the three Global
Seal of Biliteracy’s tiers were issued to participants from Chile, Croatia, Greece, Hungary,
India, Iraq, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Spain, Turkey, and the USA.      

The value of global connections

The Global Classroom Pair-Share project goes beyond traditional language learning. It
fosters collaboration, communication, and social interaction, providing students with
engaging opportunities to use their language skills. Tools provided students with
actionable feedback on how to achieve their language goals and enrich their
vocabulary. Various Information and Communication Technology (ICT) tools made the
activities fun, encouraging creativity, and inspiring new ideas. The resulting collaborative
projects were shared giving students a true global stage to shine. A strong focus is
placed on making students aware of their role as global citizens. 

Participants expressed immense appreciation for the opportunities provided by the
project. Students were excited to meet new people and explore innovative ways of
learning, while teachers praised the program for its ability to connect classrooms
worldwide and empower both educators and learners.
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The third cohort of the Global Classroom Pair-Share has
shown to be a groundbreaking initiative in global

education. By linking classrooms worldwide, providing
free training to teachers, and encouraging students to

become global citizens, the project has made big
improvements in language learning and cultural

exchange. Participants continue to praise its positive
effect on personal growth and academic success, making

it a highly valued program in globalized learning.

Wioleta Antecka is the European Operations Coordinator
at Avant Assessment and serves as the Global Director of
the Teacher Pair-Share Program. With 17 years of
experience teaching English, she has a deep commitment
to language education. Originally from Poland, Wioleta
has successfully led numerous international collaborative
projects, fostering the development of students' language
skills across borders.

Linda Egnatz serves as Global Seal of Biliteracy Executive
Director. She is the Joint National Committee for
Languages (JNCL-NCLIS) President and a Member of both
the Bilingualism Matters Advisory Board and Heritage
Language Global Think Tank. Egnatz is widely published
and has received multiple awards in the field of
education.

Project activities
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DCASTSP
LEARNING ON THE AIRWAVES

Dr. Le Dinh Bao Quoc

In today's digital age, learners are increasingly
immersed in a world of screens, instant gratification,
and on-demand content. These characteristics have
fundamentally changed the way we consume
information and learn. To meet the evolving needs of
modern learners, educators must explore innovative
tools that align with their preferences and learning
styles.

One such tool that has gained significant traction in
recent years is the podcast. Podcasts, originally
conceived as digital audio or video episodes, have
evolved into a versatile medium capable of reaching a
broad audience, fostering engagement, and
supporting learning in diverse contexts. Their ability to
adapt to the demands of today's learners makes them
a valuable asset in the educational landscape. But
could audio, a seemingly outdated format, be the
secret to transformative learning? Could their growing
role in education enhance teaching, learning, and
professional development? 

Le Dinh Bao Quoc, Ed.D., with a Doctorate in 
Education, boasts 20+ years in ELT. He founded 
Pro.Ed Education Solutions, offering school consultancies.
Author of "The Art and Science of ChatGPT in Education,"
he highlights EdTech's role in enriching teaching, learning,
and educational practices. Research spans EdTech's
impact, teacher growth, and educational management
and leadership. Dr. Quoc is acknowledged by LinkedIn as
a Top Educational Leadership Voice in 2024.

28 Eduverse 16



A podcast is a series of digital audio or video files that can
be downloaded or streamed over the internet, often
released as a series of episodes focused on specific
topics. The term "podcast" was coined in 2004 by Ben
Hammersley, blending "iPod" and "broadcast." While
podcasts were initially tied to Apple's iPod, they are now
accessible on a wide range of devices, including
smartphones, tablets, and computers, and have grown
into a diverse medium. Although many shows remain
audio-based, more podcasters are incorporating video to
reach audiences on platforms like YouTube and social
media (Breitman, 2023). 

Podcasts possess several key characteristics that make
them appealing to a wide range of audiences. According
to Medialooks (2023), podcasting has become popular
due to its niche content, convenience, intimacy, and user
engagement. Unlike traditional broadcasting, podcasts
cater to specific topics of interest of unique communities,
offering listeners specialized knowledge and insights. The
convenience of listening to podcasts on-the-go and the
intimate connection between hosts and listeners
contribute to their popularity. 

- FROM ORIGINS TO MODERN FORMATS 

Podcasts can be categorized into
several types based on their content and
format:

Audio Podcasts: The most common
type, featuring purely audio content.
Examples include interviews, lectures,
storytelling, and discussions.

Vodcasts (Video Podcasts): Podcasts
that include video components, often
used for tutorials, demonstrations, or
visual storytelling.

Enhanced Podcasts: Podcasts that
combine audio with additional visual
elements like slides, images, or links,
providing a more immersive
experience.

Screencasts: Podcasts that capture a
computer screen's activity, often
used for software tutorials or
demonstrations.

Several popular platforms host and distribute podcasts to the listeners, including Apple Podcasts, Spotify,
and Youtube. Many educational institutions and organizations have their own podcast platforms, offering
content related to specific fields or subjects.

PODCASTS AS  POWERFUL                                        TOOLS 
Podcasts, as teaching tools, offer numerous advantages that
align with the traits of modern learners, promoting a more
dynamic and engaging educational experience.  Their
accessibility, flexibility, and engaging nature make them well-
suited for a variety of educational purposes.

Enhancing subject understanding
Podcasts can simplify complex concepts, breaking down
challenging topics into engaging discussions. Teachers can
use podcasts to present new material or supplement
classroom instruction with expert interviews and real-world
examples. History teachers can use podcasts to bring
historical events to life through first-hand accounts or
interviews with experts, whilescience teachers can use
podcasts to explain complex scientific theories or discuss
current research findings. This multimedia approach
enhances comprehension, making learning more relatable
and accessible for students of the New Age. 

Take the podcast Revisionist
History by Malcolm Gladwell as an
example. This series explores
various historical events and
figures, challenging conventional
narratives and offering new
perspectives. Podcasts like this can
be used to spark critical thinking,
deepening their understanding of
the subject. 

(Some popular podcast platforms)

Click or scan
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Fostering engagement and motivation
In today's digital age, it is crucial to meet learners at their
comfort levels. The conversational and informal nature of
podcasts can significantly increase student engagement and
motivation. Unlike traditional lectures, podcasts can create a
more relatable and engaging learning atmosphere, making
students feel more connected to the content. Research shows
that when students are engaged in their learning, they are
more likely to retain information and develop a deeper
interest in the subject matter.  For example, the podcast TED
Talks Daily features short talks on a wide range of topics, from
science and technology to social issues and personal
development. These talks can be used to inspire students and
expose them to new ideas and perspectives.

Encouraging creativity and collaboration
Podcasts encourage creativity and collaboration among students. Assigning students to
create their own podcasts fosters teamwork and communication skills as they work
together to plan, script, and produce their episodes. This hands-on approach not only
enhances their understanding of the subject but also allows them to express their ideas
and perspectives creatively. Moreover, the process of creating podcasts can develop
valuable skills in research, critical thinking, and digital literacy.

Podcasts can also be used to encourage student creativity and communication.
Teachers can assign students to create their own podcasts, allowing them to explore
topics of interest and develop their communication skills. Additionally, students can work
together to produce episodes, fostering teamwork and problem-solving skills.

Encouraging creativity and collaboration
One of the primary advantages of using podcasts in
education is the improvement of linguistic competencies. The
integration of podcasting into learning environments has
been shown to significantly enhance students' speaking and
listening skills in language learning. Research indicates that
students who actively engage with podcasts demonstrate
noticeable improvements in their oral skills compared to those
in control groups who do not use this medium (Chaves-Yuste
& de-la Peña, 2023).

Podcasts provide authentic listening practice and exposure to
diverse accents and dialects. Students listening to podcasts
can improve their listening comprehension, vocabulary,
pronunciation, and overall language skills. Let your students
give Coffee Break Languages a try, for example, to practice
their language skills in 10 languages, including English, French,
Spanish, and Japanese.
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Podcasts also serve as a versatile and dynamic way for learners to engage with educational content. Their
unique features and accessibility make them highly effective as a learning resource for students, offering
flexibility, convenience, and opportunities for independent and social learning.

PODCASTS AS A DYNAMIC                                        RESOURCE

Learning on the go: Flexibility and convenience
In today's digital age, it is crucial to meet learners at their
comfort levels. The conversational and informal nature of
podcasts can significantly increase student engagement
and motivation. Unlike traditional lectures, podcasts can
create a more relatable and engaging learning
atmosphere, making students feel more connected to
the content. Research shows that when students are
engaged in their learning, they are more likely to retain
information and develop a deeper interest in the subject
matter.  For example, the podcast TED Talks Daily
features short talks on a wide range of topics, from
science and technology to social issues and personal
development. These talks can be used to inspire students
and expose them to new ideas and perspectives.

Cultivating social awareness
The fact that podcast topics cover everything
for any specific community makes podcasts
the potential resource to raise social
awareness for learners, such as critical
cultural and social issues, or global
challenges aligned with the United Nations'
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Many
educational podcasts focus on issues such as
inequality, poverty, climate change, and
education, fostering a sense of global
citizenship among students and encouraging
them to think critically about their roles in
addressing these global issues. For example,
podcasts like SDG Talks are dedicated to
educating learners about the progress and
challenges of the SDGs, broadening students'
horizons, enhancing their understanding of
global issues, and fostering actions, empathy,
and responsibilities among students.

Promoting independent learning
Podcasts empower students to take control of their learning by offering the flexibility to
choose what topics they explore, when they engage with content, and how they approach the
learning process. With access to a wide variety of information and diverse perspectives,
students can use podcasts not only to deepen their understanding of subjects for
assignments but also to gain insights into potential career paths or explore personal
passions. This exposure widens their knowledge base and enhances key skills such as critical
thinking, research, and problem-solving, while also nurturing curiosity and fostering a mindset
geared toward lifelong learning.

The ability to make these choices cultivates independent learning habits, which are vital for
academic success in higher education and professional development in the future. 

Promoting independent learning
Podcasts leverage students' comfort with digital platforms, aligning learning with the way
they naturally consume media in today's digital age. This familiarity makes podcasts an
effective and engaging tool for education, as they seamlessly blend with students' daily
interactions with technology.

Many podcasts encourage active participation through features such as online
communities, social media conversations, and additional resources like transcripts, reading
lists, or interactive content. This interactivity allows students to engage with the material
more deeply, sparking critical thinking and analysis while enhancing their digital
communication skills. Such engagement can promote collaboration and discussions that go
beyond the classroom, fostering a sense of community and collective learning.
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Podcasts have become a valuable tool for educators and professionals looking to engage
in continuous professional development(CPD). They offer an efficient and flexible way to
stay updated on industry trends, learn from global experts, and promote innovation and
best practices, all while fitting into busy schedules.

PODCASTS FOR.                                                          GROWTH: CPD ON DEMAND

Staying ahead with the latest trends

Learning from global experts

Podcasts bring educators to a
continuous flow of information on the
latest educational trends, innovations,
and research. By tuning in, they can stay
up-to-date on emerging technologies,
curriculum updates, and new teaching
methodologies. These podcasts help
educators keep their strategies relevant
and effective. Many podcasts also
explore topics like AI in classrooms and
remote learning, equipping educators
with the knowledge to adapt to digital-
age teaching.

Imagine how rare or difficult it once was
to hear a world-renowned expert speak
on a specific topic. Now, with podcasts, it
is much easier. Podcasts offer educators
direct access to insights from top
experts across various fields, breaking
down geographical barriers. From
renowned researchers to thought
leaders and fellow educators worldwide,
podcasts bring a wealth of global
knowledge and perspectives straight to
listeners, enriching their understanding
of the education landscape.

Building a community of support 
Podcasts can foster a sense of community among
educators, providing a platform for sharing experiences,
challenges, and solutions. Many podcasts, such as
EduVerse PD Podcast, have accompanying online
communities where listeners can discuss episodes, share
resources, and support each other in their professional
growth. This sense of belonging is critical for educators,
particularly those working in isolation or small schools.

World's First Edu Podcast
hosted by AI

Encouraging practical innovation

Listening to innovative practices and creative solutions can encourage educators to
adopt new strategies in their own teaching. Podcasts can be a source of inspiration
and motivation for educators to experiment with new ideas and approaches. Some
podcasts feature stories of innovative practices, inspiring educators to make a
positive impact on their students' learning

Convenient, Time-effecient learning

With podcast, educdators can engage in professional development during
downtime—whether commuting, exercising, or doing household chores—
making it easier to fit learning into busy schedules. The audio format allows for
multitasking, enabling educators to continuously learn and grow without
sacrificing other responsibilities, making it easier to fit CPD into their daily lives.
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While podcasts offer numerous benefits for teaching and learning, they also come with several limitations
that educators and learners should consider to enhance the effectiveness of podcasts as educational tools,
ensuring that they complement and enrich the learning experience rather than hinder it. 

OF PODCASTS - CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

Limited interactivity
Podcasts are primarily a one-way medium,
which can limit interaction between the
presenter and the audience. Unlike in-
person lectures or interactive online
classes, podcasts do not facilitate real-
time discussions, questions, or
clarifications. This lack of interactivity can
hinder deeper engagement with the
content.

POSCAST CHANNELS FOR TEACHER CPD

Educators can complement podcasts
with interactive online forums or social
media groups, like Facebook, where
listeners can discuss episodes, ask
questions, and share insights to
enhance learning.

Information overload
With the vast array of podcasts available,
learners may experience information
overload, making it challenging to discern
which resources are relevant or credible.
The sheer volume of content can also
make it difficult for educators to filter and
select high-quality podcasts that align with
their professional development goals.

Educators can curate a list of
recommended podcasts based on
credibility, relevance, and alignment with
educational goals. Collaborating with
colleagues to identify and share quality
resources can also help streamline the
selection process.

EdSurge Cult of Pedagogy Harvard Edcast Truth for Teachers

Edview 360 Teach Me, Teacher 10 Minutes Teacher EduVerse PD

proed.com.vn 33Eduverse 16

https://www.edsurge.com/research/guides/the-edsurge-on-air-podcast
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/pod/
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/edcast
https://truthforteachers.com/podcast/
https://www.voyagersopris.com/podcasts
https://teachmeteacherpodcast.com/podcast-2/
https://www.coolcatteacher.com/10-minute-teacher-podcast/
https://www.proed.com.vn/eduverse-podcast


Potential for bias
Podcasts can reflect the personal biases of
the hosts, which may influence the content
and perspectives presented. Without
careful curation, listeners might be
exposed to one-sided viewpoints, limiting
their understanding of diverse perspectives
and critical issues.

Educators should encourage critical
listening practices among students. This
can include discussions about the host’s
perspective, inviting guests with diverse
viewpoints, and recommending multiple
podcasts on the same topic to provide a
well-rounded understanding.

Accessibility issues
Not all podcasts are designed with
accessibility in mind, which can create
barriers for learners with disabilities. For
instance, the absence of transcripts can
make it difficult for deaf or hard-of-hearing
individuals to access the content.

Educators can advocate for and utilize
podcasts that provide transcripts or
closed captions. Additionally, creating
supplemental materials, such as
summaries or discussion guides, can
enhance accessibility for all learners.

Not all students or educators have access
to the necessary technology or internet
connections to listen to podcasts. This can
create barriers to access and equity in
education.

Collaborate with local organizations
such as libraries or community centers
to provide access to computers and
internet connectivity for students who
may not have these resources at home.

Accessibility issues

While many learners find podcasts
engaging, others may struggle with
motivation, especially if they do not see
immediate relevance to their learning
goals. Some individuals may find it difficult
to remain focused during audio
presentations, leading to disengagement.

Educators can enhance motivation by
connecting podcast content to real-
world applications and encouraging
active listening strategies. For example,
assigning reflective journaling or
discussion activities based on podcast
episodes can help reinforce learning and
maintain engagement. Combining
podcasts with other learning activities or
using podcasts as a supplement to
other instructional methods can also be
a great practice.

Podcasts have emerged as a powerful educational tool, offering a versatile platform for
teaching, learning, and professional development. They cater to the characteristics of
today's digital learners—providing accessible, flexible, and engaging content that
encourages independent exploration and social awareness. As educators and learners
navigate the vast landscape of knowledge, the insights gained from podcasts can drive
innovation and foster community within the education sector. However, it is important to
recognize that podcasts are not a one-size-fits-all solution. They have limitations, and
educators must be mindful of these challenges and develop strategies to address them.
Only then can embracing the power of podcasts ultimately lead to richer learning
experiences, better teaching practices, and a more informed community of lifelong learners.
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verseEdu P D  P O D C A S T

EduVerse is excited to launch its podcast
channel EduVerse PD Podcast, an
innovative and groundbreaking
professional development experience
designed to empower educators in an
innovative and accessible way. 

This podcast series explores cutting-
edge educational trends, shares
practical classroom techniques, and
dives deep into EdTech innovations and
the role of AI in education. Our goal is to
provide you with actionable insights that
you can apply immediately in your
classrooms, enhancing your teaching
and empowering your students. 

SPECIAL INTRO

As Andy’s dynamic co-host, Liz brings a
fresh perspective and a unique blend of
technology and education to our show. Liz’s
motivational voice, fueled by her passion for
learning, captivates our listeners and makes
her an indispensable member of our team.

What truly sets this series apart? It’s the world’s first
podcast hosted by not one, but TWO brilliant AI co-hosts,
Andy and Liz! 

Their dynamic chemistry and vast knowledge make every episode not only informative but incredibly
engaging. These AI hosts have been designed to bring the best in education directly to you, making
complex ideas accessible and exciting.

With his roles as an Edtech specialist and
education futurist, Andy is passionate
about driving inspiration and sparking
engaging conversations on current
educational trends and practices.

Click or scan
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Why is describing without knowing the exact word an important skill?

The ability to describe something without knowing its exact name is vital as
language evolves with new words. This skill helps students express
themselves clearly despite limited vocabulary, enhancing communication,
fluency, and creativity. It also promotes adaptability and problem-solving,
making it essential for real-life interactions.
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TECHNIQUES
Welcome to our monthly Classroom Techniques column, where
you can find practical teaching techniques that can be
implemented in your classroom right away. Whether you're a
seasoned professional or a new teacher full of enthusiasm, this
column is designed to supply you with new ideas every month to
improve your classroom performance.

Materials: A bag filled with random objects.
Activity: Students take turns reaching into the
bag, feeling an object without seeing it, and
describing it to their classmates, who try to
guess what it is. They must use size, shape,
texture, or function without naming the object.

Materials: Blank paper, pens/pencils.
Activity: One student describes a hidden
object or image, and the rest of the class
draws it based on the description. Afterward,
compare drawings with the original image to
see how accurate the descriptions were.

Materials: None
Activity: Students describe an object based
on what it does or how it works rather than its
appearance (e.g., “It’s something you use to
talk to people far away” = phone). This
focuses more on function than form.

GAMES
TO HELP STUDENTS MASTER

Materials: Whiteboard and markers.
Activity: Like classic Pictionary, but the
student drawing can only describe the object
by using abstract shapes and lines rather
than recognizable features. The rest of the
group guesses based on their description.
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Materials: A sound effects app or audio clips.
Activity: Play a sound (e.g., a cat purring, a
door creaking) without showing students the
source. Ask them to describe the sound and
its possible source without using specific
names. For example, instead of saying "cat,"
they could describe the sound as “soft,
repetitive, and something small vibrating.”

Materials: None
Activity: Think of a word and write it down
secretly on the board with something to cover
it, and the rest of the class asks yes/no
questions to figure out what it is. The teacher
can only answer with "yes" or "no.” Reveal the
word after the class guesses the word.

Materials: A set of images with complex or
unusual items.
Activity: Provide students with images and
ask them to describe what they see to their
peers without naming the objects.
Classmates guess what the image represents
based on the descriptions.

Materials: List of words, whiteboard
Activity: Divide students into two groups. One
member from each group stands at the front
with their back to the board, where a word is
written above their head. Teammates give
hints for 20-30 seconds until the person
guesses the word or time runs out. The team
with the most points wins.

Materials: Headbands or sticky notes with
words on them.
Activity: Similar to the Password game, each
student wears a headband with a word on it
that they cannot see. Their partner must
describe the word without saying it directly.
The goal is to guess the word as quickly as
possible.

Materials: Playdough or modeling clay.
Activity: Pair students up. One student sculpts
an object (without letting the partner see)
and then describes it in detail. The partner
must recreate the object based solely on the
description.

Some tips for students to express when
they don’t know an exact word!

Refer to the British Council article for tips on how students can
express ideas when they lack the exact vocabulary. Sharing these
tips before the game will enhance its effectiveness and save time!

Click or scan

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/exams/speaking-exams/when-you-dont-know-exact-word
https://skybox.blockadelabs.com/starter/46be99152b01ffe09c4723f9867bd1e1


Welcome to the Lesson of the Month column, a dedicated space in our
EduVerse newsletter where we bring you insightful and engaging
English Language Teaching (ELT) lessons. Whether you're a seasoned
ELT professional or a passionate new teacher, this column aims to
provide you with a monthly dose of inspiration and practical ideas to
enhance your classroom practice. 

120 minutes
DURATIONTARGET LEARNERS

Teens & Young Adults
(B1 - B2 level)

STUDENTS WORKSHEET
(7 PAGES)

TEACHER'S GUIDE 
(5 PAGES)

PREPARATION
Classroom technology 
(Smartboard, projector)
Project materials
(large-sized papers, pencils, crayons,...)

Click or scan

https://www.proed.com.vn/lesson-plans
https://skybox.blockadelabs.com/starter/46be99152b01ffe09c4723f9867bd1e1
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SCOS 2024
Student-Centered Observation Scheme

An Innovative Approach to Classroom Observation and
Teacher Professional Development, developed for your
school to response to the evolving demands and needs

of education, particularly in the post-COVID era

Award-winning

The Student-Centered Observation Scheme
(SCOS) by Pro.Ed Education Solutions is honored

to be presented the Innovation in Education
Award by Asia Education Conclave in 2023. SCOS

is a groundbreaking educational product that has
the potential to transform teaching and learning.

By shifting the focus to students, it not only
improves teaching quality but also ensures that
educators prioritize the needs of their students.

Innovation in
Education AwardSCOS 2023

Student-Centered Observation Scheme
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Pro.Ed and EduVerse are grateful to their
partners for their invaluable support in
advancing education and empowering
teachers and learners worldwide.
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Pro.Ed Education Solutions embodies the spirit
of an Edupreneur by relentlessly pursuing
excellence in education, fostering innovation,
and working tirelessly to make high-quality
education accessible to all. Their dedication
extends beyond their professional services, as
they actively promote education equity and a
culture of learning in society through their CSR
activities, offering frequent free-of-charge
opportunities for all individuals to access the
latest and most practical educational
expertise.

Pro.Ed Education Solutions is
honored to be awarded  

the Excellence in Educational
Consultancy at the the Asian

Education Award 2023, held by
Asia Education Conclave in

Bangkok, Thailand.

A boutique educational consultancy offering a
range of services for schools and organizations

looking for high-quality solutions to their
professional needs. 

CONTACT US!
info@proed.com.vn

https://proed.com.vn

www.linkedin.com/company/proed-edu


